
                 
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
3/10/17 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Greta Weinsheimer - 6th Grade 
■  Henry Younger - 6th Grade  

 
★ BOTH 7th and 8th GRADE Tam. High Night - Mark your calendars for MARCH 

23rd if your student is planning on attending Tam. High next year.  There will be 
a representative from Tam. at Willow Creek to answer questions for both 7th and 
8th grade students.  It will start it the evening (probably around 6 but exact time 
to follow). 

★ Please go to the end of this Friday Post to see a few pictures from the 7th grade 
Outward Bound Camping Trip!  The participating 7th grade students had a great 
time and learned a variety of new skills.  I’m sure that the students haven’t 
stopped sharing the awesome experiences they had while camping! 

★ Parent Teacher Conferences are coming up.  Please be on the lookout for sign 
up options.  Letters will be going home with 7A today, but you can sign up to 
meet with Mr. Baker using the link below. 

○ To pick a time slot, enter this link in your internet browser: 
■ www.ptcfast.com/reg1 

○ The Entry Code is: 6LE1186748 
 
Science 
7th Grade - Welcome Back!  The backpacking trip has brought back great 
stories and students learned lifelong skills.  We spent this week mostly 
watching environmental movies at the Environmental Film Festival.  Films 
taught students about GMO vs. organic foods, the issues facing our oceans 
and where our food comes from and what hunting and the ecosystem 
mean to our food chain. 
 

http://www.ptcfast.com/reg1


8th Grade - This week, 8th grade got a lot done on building their trebuchets 
and catapults.  Students are learning that engineering requires making a 
plan and then continuously revising that plan to create an efficient, accurate 
outcome.

 
 
 
 
 



English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: This week we began our new unit, The Art of Argument. I 
kicked off this unit with an actual, in-class debate.  Each Student choose a 
side, ‘for’ or ‘against,’ whether kids should play competitive sports (Ie: 
football). They were matched against an opponent and the debate began 
after they had time to research both sides. It was really interesting to watch. 
I was very pleased by their strong, clear claims, and how in-depth their 
evidence went in proving their position was the right on.  
 
     8th Grade: Just a reminder that students are to be reading a minimum 
of a half hour each night, it is part of their homework assignment on top of 
what I have assigned on Google Classroom.  This week we started to draft 
our second essay of the unit. We have been delving deep into planning the 
author’s craft essay, which is an argumentative essay. We are using the 
‘Boxes-and- Bullets’ argument essay structure to help guide us along. They 
will start their introduction paragraph (first draft) on Thursday and continue 
building on it throughout the unit. 
 
 
 
Social Studies 
 

7th Grade:   Due to field trips, this was a short week for us. 
Students are finishing out the 2nd Trimester with an essay 
about Medieval Japan, and comparing it to Medieval Europe 
OR Medieval China. 
 
8th Grade :  Due to field trips, this was a short week for Social 
Studies.  Students are working on their Final Essay for 
Trimester 2.  The topic is comparing and contrasting the 
Northern vs. Southern states and how those differences led to 
the American Civil War. 

 
 
 



MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
Word problems. 
For many that is a statement that immediately brings up bad memories. 
This week, we began the process of working through and systematizing an 
approach that can help solve word problems: the 5D approach (describe, 
define, do, decide, declare). We end the week on finding the length of the 
Robin Williams Tunnel (also known as the rainbow tunnel) starting with 
only two bits of information: I was going 50 miles per hour, and I got 
through the tunnel in 13.2 seconds.3 
 
 
 
8th grade: 
Eighth graders used graphing as a tool to make predictions.  First by playing 
basketball or tossing ping pong balls in a cup (during the rain), and 
recording information. We also examined part of a video of the world record 
for free throws in one minute, and were able to graph the given 
information and expand to estimate the world record almost exactly. We will 
be finishing up the unit early next week. 

 
 
Photos from Outward Bound Trip:
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